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them with a guide was precisely a handle left in his po\vei 101
obtaining an additional gain, by a charge laid on the profits
attached to such a service. But he was not over-disposed to
gratify the Na'ib (for such was the official title of Mohammed-
'Alee, and by it we will henceforth designate him for brevity's
sake) both with guides and beasts of burden, since these he
could hardly have supplied otherwise than gratis. So he ob-
served on that point of his instructions a prudent silence, and
resolved to oblige the Persian grandee to shift for himself.

The Na'ib was now in somewhat the same predicament as
ours had been, seeking for companions and finding none; for
even the guarantee of a royal invitation was insufficient to
remove all doubts touching what reception he might meet in
Ri'ad; nor were the men of Kaseem ambitious of a visit to the
Wahhabee capital. At last he had recourse for counsel and
help to Aboo-'Eysa, with whom he had been on very good
terms throughout their previous journey. This latter was will-
ing enough to undertake the office of bear-leader, but he had
not then by him enough beasts of burden to suffice for the
occasion, and many days went by before he could procure a
sufficient number.

Meanwhile the Na'ib, as was natural, introduced himself to
us. He was a thorough Persian, and full sixty years old or even
more, but in full vigour of body, and, had he not been an habi-
tual opium-chewer, of mind too ; his beard and whiskers were
so carefully dyed with henna and black, that at a little distance
he might almost have passed for a man of forty. He spoke
Arabic badly, Turkish somewhat better, and Hindoostanee
remarkably well, for he had been many years agent of the Per-
sian government at Hyderabad in the Deccan; very witty and
enjoying a joke, verbal or practical, shrewd from long conver-
sance with affairs, though, like most Persians too, not difficult
to dupe ; talkative and gay, but occasionally yielding to violent
and most indecorous fits of passion; a devout Shiya'ee and
adorer of 'Alee and the Mahdee, at the mention of whose name
I have seen him prostrate himself full length on the ground; in
a word, he was a " character," and the circumstances of the
journey brought him out in every light and every point of view.
His attendants, 'Alee, Ilasan, and the Hajj Hoseyn, a sort of
head-muleteer, had nothing to distinguish them except their